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The MSF prefers to receive incoming liaisons electronically at the address liaison@msforum.org., although a paper document addressed to the MSF secretariat is also acceptable.  In either case, the document should specify the MSF Working Group to which it is addressed (if known) and if possible should include the name of a person who can give a presentation on the liaison at an MSF Technical Committee or Working Group meeting.

Reproduction and distribution of the material (text, diagrams, etc) included in this liaison is allowed as needed for discussion within the appropriate groups and possible use, in whole or in part, for the purposes of the organisation to which this liaison is addressed. Copyright on the original material is retained by the MultiService Forum.

Introduction

The MSF is focused in down-streaming standards based technology into real network deployments by ensuring interoperability and providing certification testing of key interfaces. One such area of interest to the MSF concerns RTCP performance metrics. The MSF is aware, via feedback from its membership of manufactures and operators, of a strong demand for solutions in this area as soon as possible. In the absence of a timely standard, there is a danger that this demand could lead to the use of non-standard, de facto industry solutions. Such an outcome would be very undesirable.   
As part of its monitoring of standards activities in this area, the MSF has been tracking the progress of the AVT work item on RTCP HR as reflected in contributions to draft-clark-avt-rtcphr-03. This draft relates to the measurement of VoIP quality and meets the needs of the MSF. However, the MSF understands that this work has been stopped in favour of a more generic RTCP metric block that can be used for both voice and video. Whilst such a strategy is understandable from a purely technical position, there is a pressing need for a solution for VoIP which the MSF would not like to see delayed.
Requested Actions

The MSF requests the IETF AVT working group to:-

A. Comment of the status of the RTCP HR work.

B. Comment if a generic RTCP metric for VoIP and video is actively being worked on, the level of contribution support from members of the working group and when any output is likely to be made.

C. If in the view of the working group the work cannot be completed within 6 months, to consider reinstatement of the RTCP HR work to meet the needs of the carrier community, as an interim standard is better than no standard at all.

Date of next MSF TC Meeting:

MSF 2008 Q4 Meeting
Dec. 2nd – Dec. 4th
Nassau, Bahamas
Attachments: None
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