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1.
Introduction

The ITU-T Telecommunications Standardization Advisory Group (TSAG) discussed several issues related to cooperation between our two organizations during its meeting in Geneva from 14-18 March 2005. We were grateful that Mr. Brian Carpenter, the newly appointed chair of the IETF, was able to join us for these discussions.

2.
IETF Liaison Statement Process

We were pleased to receive your liaison statement entitled Process for handling liaison statements to/from the IETF. We note that in the past, communications between ITU-T and IETF have not always been effective, and we are looking forward to improvements that should result from implementation of this new process. As you suggest, prior to implementation of the supporting tools for this new process, we will continue to send liaison statements to the statements@ietf.org address. As Mr. Carpenter suggested in our meeting, we will also send a copy of all communications to Mr. Scott Bradner who you have appointed to be the liaison manager for the relationship between our organizations.  Please inform us as soon as any additional tools are available for the handling of the liaison statements themselves.

ITU-T TSAG will inform all ITU-T Study Groups about this new process.

3.
Revision to ITU-T/IETF Collaboration Agreement

As you have noted in your liaison statement, the new liaison statement process should result in an update to the ITU-T/IETF Collaboration Agreement published in ITU-T as Series A Supplement 3, and published in IETF as RFC 3356. This is one of several improvements that could be made to the process. We suggest that initial discussions about revision to this process can begin during the meeting that is scheduled between IETF and ITU-T leadership just after the NGN workshop scheduled in Geneva on 2 May 2005.

4.
(G)MPLS Change Process

ITU-T TSAG was first informed of this proposed new process by ITU-T Q.14/15, who expressed concern over the fact that the original version of the process seemed to override the IETF Liaison Statement Process discussed above regarding evolution of these important protocols.

We received your liaison statement regarding the update of the process (draft-andersson-rtg-gmps-chage-01) and are pleased to note that revisions are being made to address some of the ITU-T concerns. In particular, we observe that the new version makes explicit reference to the aforementioned IETF liaison statement process as a mechanism by which IETF can receive input from ITU-T in relation to this work. We also see that the judgement of IETF consensus regarding how to reply to ITU-T requests is the responsibility of IETF, and that ITU-T will not (and should not) be left to draw our own conclusions about the opinion of IETF regarding our requests by observing correspondence on an IETF email list.

We understand that additional revisions to this document are planned to address other concerns expressed by ITU-T, including how to deal with the situation where another Standards Development Organization may find an application for an IETF developed protocol that is out of scope for IETF. For this kind of application, there should still be a way to standardize this kind of application outside of IETF, still taking advantage of the advice of IETF experts about the best way to develop such an extension, and of course avoiding through code-point assignments, etc. that there is any conflict between extensions developed in different places.

We understand that the authors of this draft are working together with their counterparts in ITU-T to ensure that acceptable resolutions are found to all of the issues. We hope that agreeable text can be found for all of the issues identified so that the final process can help, rather than hinder, the relationship between our organizations.

5.
Conclusion

Evolution of technology and networks is creating increasing need for collaboration between our organizations. We hope that appropriate procedures can be found that will make this collaboration as effective as possible.

__________________
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