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Thank you for your consideration and your response to our August 2010 Liaison on Q.Flowstatesig. We met in Geneva Jan 24-28, 2011 and we continued the work on Q.Flowstatesig. Your response was greatly appreciated and provided valuable input to our work. 

With respect to your question on our intentions, we have discussed many alternative options in depth. The ITU-T has worked for several years on this protocol and as an important component of our Next Generation Networks (NGN) activity we have concluded that Q.Flowstatesig should be based on a layer 2 encapsulation method to avoid impacting IETF Internet protocols.

Since FSA requires new capabilities in the NGN network, which are not in the Internet today, it is best to proceed with a separate protocol so as not to interfere with the stable and predictable operation of the Internet. 

We intend to base the protocol on a new Ethertype at Layer 2 so that there can be no conflict with other protocols. We also believe that there should be different identifiers, formats, and names to avoid any accidental confusion or leakage.

We plan to send a copy of the draft recommendation for any comments you may have when it is advanced.
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