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ITU-T Q14/15 thanks you for your liaison sent on 04 April 2007 regarding CCAMP current work on multi-layer networking extensions to GMPLS.  Since our members have not been following this work closely, no comments were provided at the time of the Q14/15 Interim Meeting for communication back to CCAMP.  However, we do expect to progress via correspondence a further response which we will send by the 18 May 2007 deadline specified in your Liaison.

We would like to clear up what may be a misperception of a comment provided in an earlier Liaison statement sent to CCAMP.  In your liaison, you mention that our Liaison of February 2004 states:

    11. G.8080 defines the ASON control plane as applying to a

        single layer.  Some examples in the draft involve multiple

        layers.  While not precluded by implementations, a suggested

        replacement example is contained in the marked up copy that

        is single layer.

It should be noted that G.8080 has always viewed, and still views, the operations of a control plane as applying to a single layer.  This doesn’t mean the control plane can only be deployed in one layer. The ASON architecture has always recognised the possibility of client and server layers operating separate instances of the control plane.  Examples of this can be found in various ITU-T Recommendations for ASON including G.8080 (2000) and G.7715 (2002).

The interaction between layers has always been anticipated, with the client layer being able to make call requests to a server layer as a UNI client in order to request additional connections which in-turn provides bandwidth to the client layer.  However, the signalling messages are always scoped to a specific layer – the information elements in the server layer signalling messages are specific to the server layer (e.g. containing only server layer resources in the ERO) and the information elements in the client layer signalling messages are specific to the client layer (e.g. containing only client layer resources in the ERO).

The specific text you quoted was provided to CCAMP in response to the Internet-Draft draft-ietf-ccamp-gmpls-ason-reqts-05.txt which pertains to ASON Signalling.  The -05 version of the Internet-Draft refers to a call that has a number of connections from different layers, specifically connections in the VCAT layer as well as non-VCAT connections.  Since this example doesn’t conform to the premise that call setup is scoped to a specific layer, the comment provided is still correct.

It should be noted that G.8080 Amd. 2, consented in November 2004, and G.8080 Version 2, consented in Feb 2006, provide further details of how the control plane instances in a client and server layer interact for the purposes of call/connection control and routing.  This is the interlayer architecture that was illustrated in Attachment 2 of the liaison to CCAMP sent in Nov. 2006, which showed an Ethernet/VCAT/VC-4 example.

An electronic copy of this liaison statement is available at: ftp://ftp.itu.int/tsg15opticaltransport/COMMUNICATIONS/index.html
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