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Overview 

• draft-seantek-image-wmf-emf-00 
• draft-seantek-image-bmp-00 
• New Media Type Registrations 
• Informational RFCs 
• Seeking comments and discussion 

http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-seantek-image-wmf-emf-00
http://tools.ietf.org/html/draft-seantek-image-bmp-00


About Windows Metafiles (and 
Enhanced Metafiles) 
• From Windows 3.0, the Before Time™  
• De-facto industry standards for vector and raster graphics 
• Widely implemented 
• Required for interoperability in other standards, e.g., Office Open 

XML, which use media types 
• image/x-wmf, image/x-emf in wide use 
• Documented with MS Open Specification Promise 

http://www.ecma-international.org/publications/standards/Ecma-376.htm
http://www.ecma-international.org/publications/standards/Ecma-376.htm


About Windows Bitmaps 

• From Windows 2.0, the Way Before Time™  
• De-facto industry standards for raster graphics 
• Widely implemented 
• Required for interoperability in other standards, e.g., Office Open 

XML, which use media types 
• image/x-bmp in wide use 
• Documented with MS Open Specification Promise 
• Basis for other widely implemented formats: Windows Cursors (.cur), 

Windows Animated Cursors (.ani), Windows Icons (.ico) 

http://www.ecma-international.org/publications/standards/Ecma-376.htm
http://www.ecma-international.org/publications/standards/Ecma-376.htm


Example 



Why Not vnd. Facet? 

• Let’s be realistic 
• Short and sweet 

 
 



Why Now? 

• MIME Sniffing “Living Standard” 
• Content sniffing = dangerous 

• Well-documented 
• Short and sweet registrations (8 pages, 5 pages) 
• Historical interest and preservation 
• Felt like it 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quotation from Wikipedia <http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Content_sniffing>:MIME sniffing was, and still is, used by some web browsers, including notably Microsoft's Internet Explorer, in an attempt to help web sites which do not correctly signal the MIME type of web content display correctly.[1]However, doing this opens up a serious security vulnerability, in which, by confusing the MIME sniffing algorithm, the browser can be manipulated into interpreting data in a way that allows an attacker to carry out operations that are not expected by either the site operator or user, such as cross-site scripting.[2] Moreover, by making sites which do not correctly assign MIME types to content appear to work correctly in those browsers, it fails to encourage the correct labeling of material, which in turn makes content sniffing necessary for these sites to work, creating a vicious circle of incompatibility with web standards and security best practices.

https://mimesniff.spec.whatwg.org/


Should We Do Other Raster Formats? 

• Windows Cursors: .cur, image/cur 
• Windows Animated Cursors: .ani, image/ani or video/ani? 

• Novel classification issue 
• Actually based on Resource Interchange File Format (RIFF), 

same as AVI and WebP 

• Windows Icons: .ico, image/ico 
• Existing image/vnd.microsoft.icon…pretty much nobody uses this 

(true statement?) 
• Apache 2.2.x and trunk still serve as image/x-icon 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resource_Interchange_File_Format
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Audio_Video_Interleave
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/WebP
http://svn.apache.org/viewvc/httpd/httpd/branches/2.2.x/docs/conf/mime.types?view=markup
http://svn.apache.org/viewvc/httpd/httpd/trunk/docs/conf/mime.types?view=markup


Comments and discussion 
welcome! 
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